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The Strength of Action 


Dear Brother, 

I saw a little note on action which sounds 
quite sensible and will pass it on to you. 
The only thing in which we can be said to 
have any property are our actions. Our 
thoughts may be bad, yet produce no poison; 
they may be good, yet produce no fruit. Our 
riches may be taken from us by misfortune; 
our reputation by malice, our spirits by 
calamity, our health by disease, our friends 
by death, but our actions must follow us 
beyond the grave. 


Oakland Park, Fla. G. W. S. 


True to the Core 


My Dear Ones In Christ, 

I have indeed read some of the books 
that I received from you and no truer 
words. I can say, “It is living, true to the 
core of the Word.” 


H. M., Hawaii Mrs. A. K. 


A Youth’s Example of Zeal 


Dear Carl: 

True the signs of the times are reveal- 
ing themselves more and more, which proves 
the Bible is true! We should learn to love 
the teachings found there with all of our 
hearts. Every day I try to learn a verse 
and remember to keep it during the day. 

My verse for today was Joshua 24: 14, 
“Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve 
him in sincerity and in truth: and put 
away the gods which your fathers served 
on the other side of [Jordan], and in Egypt; 
and serve ye the Lord.” 


South Amboy, N. J. J. K. 


Comfort 


Dear Friends in Christ: 

Enclosed [price] for one year’s sub- 
scription to our valuable paper. Also a 
sample copy to the following addresses: 
(If possible send the Jan. 9th number.) 
I think it is a masterpiece. Those that 
study the word must surely see the truth 
revealed in your first sermon of that num- 
ber. [What Shall be the Sign of Thy Com- 
ing]. Those that “understand” have a good 
understanding of future events. I am sur- 
prised that so many Christians (including 
ministers) have no faith in the literal, 
personal reign of Christ. This is the great- 
est comfort that can be found in the world 
today. May God bless you in your great 
work of enlightenment. 


Maidstone, Sask. L. W. 
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Plus Ultra--Everything Beyond! 


N ANCIENT TIMES there was an inscription upon 
] the mighty Rock of Gibraltar, at the exit from the 
Mediterranean, which read, “Ne plus ultra,” meaning, 
“Nothing beyond.” As daring mariners ventured out into 
the treacherous Atlantic and discovered there were 
important land masses lying beyond, the inscription on 
the rock necessarily had to be changed to “Plus Ultra,” 
“Everything Beyond.” 

Today we are surrounded by a world which, gazing 
upon the mighty Gibraltar that looms large upon their 
horizon, see there an inscription placed ignorantly by 
men with darkened minds—even in this most enlightened 
of all ages, “Ne plus ultra,’ nothing beyond. Bound 
within the limits of mortal life, they see nothing, or at 
least nothing of reality, beyond. 

The true Christian’s viewpoint is extremely opposite. 
He is confident that beyond this turbulant life, beset with 
its sorrows and heartaches, its brevity, uncertainty, and 
an untimely end to the best that can be wrested from its 
toils—lies everything man’s loftiest aspirations could 
desire. Life is there, abundant, eternal, yea, deathless life, 
and glorious. Riches, honor and majesty await those who 
shall attain it. Peace, sweet peace, unmarred and bound- 
less, bathes the inmates of that wonderland. There abound 
matchless beauty and grandeurs, magnificence and 
splendor embellished by all the terms our most fantastic 
imagination could conjure to lavish upon it. 

With faith dominating, that world becomes surpass- 
ingly real and vivid. But alas! How oft would the subver- 
sive forces of doubt and unbelief storm in upon the mind 
and obscure all the grand and lovely things of the future. 
In the life of every Christian, there is warfare—intense, 
awful—between faith and doubt. Doubt has gravity and 
terrific grounding force forever pulling downward 
toward the dust; while faith, inspirational and exalting, 
is ever calling upward away from our natural selves, to 
the best that is in us. 


The Forces of Doubt and Faith 


The mind of every striving Christian is the battle- 
ground of what he is determined to be and what he is; 
the army of the mountain height and the forces of the pit, 
the doubts that arise and the faith that subdues. But 
faith—we are reminded—is the victory that overcomes. 

Faith means the putting of full confidence in the things 
we hope for; it means being certain of things which we 
cannot see. It was this kind of faith that won reputation 
for the saints of old. And, after all, it is only by faith that 
our minds accept as fact that the whole scheme of time 
and space was designed by God—that the world which we 
can see is operating on principles that are invisible. 

Thus without faith we could not accept the evidence of 
the things that are about us. Faith in the future is 
founded on evidence from the past. We have food to eat 
today because the farmer had faith that the seed he 
placed in the earth would germinate, grow and bear 
fruit, as seed has for uncounted seasons in the past. That 
miracle of Nature which has captured the faith of 
humanity is but a familiar, minute sample of the handi- 


work of the great Almighty Creator. Likewise He gives 
us numerous other evidences to justify the existence of 
the factor which we call faith, unfeigned faith. 

But the forces of doubt are always ready to discredit 
the findings of faith. They always come up with the 
question: “Well, how do you know?” Doubt says, “There 
has been much speculation upon the subject in question, 
Plus Ultra, everything beyond, but it remains wholly 
unproved and unsatisfactory. Without doubt, this is a 
most futile doctrine. Plus Ultra—more beyond—every- 
thing beyond this life. Our five senses tell us that every- 
thing we can be sure of is during this life. That which 
we see, feel, hear and experience in the great and beauti- 
ful world is ours to delight in and enjoy to the fullest. 
No individual has ever lived beyond the present moment. 
Why allow faith to speak to you longer of things that 
are uncertain, unreal, of distant hopes that draw away 
from all that is familiar and loved? No longer build your 
hopes on far off uncertainties. Faith is outmoded in this 
day, outdated; she is the scorn of this generation. Cling 
to her no more.” 

But our ready answer to any such seductive blandish- 
ments will be, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” 

In the courtroom of the soul of every Christian, the 
Word of God is alive, animated. No stronger evidence 
exists in Plus Ultra than can be called from hence. 


The Testimony of Prophecy 


There is much in the Word of God to inspire faith in 
everything beyond, which that Word foretells. All of the 
things foretold of coming times which are now past have 
proved historically correct. The Lord informed Noah of 
the approaching flood one hundred twenty years ‘in 
advance, and the Deluge came just as and when predicted. 
Joseph was preinformed of the departure of his brethren 
from Egypt, and when he was dying, gave command- 
ment that his bones should be removed at the Exodus, 
and not left in that land. Moses foretold the curses that 
should come upon Israel if they departed from following 
the Lord, and that they would be returned to slavery 
in Egypt, and that forecast was literally fulfilled at the 
time of the destruction of Jerusalem, A. D. 70. 

The prophet Daniel was able to foretell the existence 
of four world-empires that should come into being, and 
he made his prophecy when only the first of these was in 
existence. Both Jesus and Paul foretold the condition of 
the world at the time of the Second Advent, and their 
forecasts coincide perfectly with the conditions that we 
see in the world at the present time. And the forecast 
of the immeasurable blessings awaiting God’s faithful 
servants will likewise meet its literal fulfillment. 

Faith then says, “Yes, it thrills my heart anew to 
think about that blest abode, and the dawning of that 
better day. Lift up thine eyes. Look now and see. Lo! 
The eastern heavens are already aflame with the fore- 
glory of the breaking day! The morning cometh! A thing 
sublime and unprecedented is undeniably afoot. The night 
is far spent. The day is at hand. It is the testimony of 
patriarchs, prophets, apostles. The scroll of history 
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affirms it. The sun, moon and stars of man’s heaven attest 
it. A thousand signs declare it. The morning cometh! O 
that every tongue might swell the cry! that every ear 
might catch the heavenborn Word! that every heart might 
be cheered by its radiant hope! that every sin-burdened 
soul might heed the warning of the ancient prophet, 
‘Prepare to meet thy God!’ ” 


Everything Beyond 


The rewards that God holds out to His earthly children 
are so wonderful, of such magnitude, that even as broad 
a term as “everything beyond” does not do justice to 
them. Indeed the great apostle Paul expresses them in the 
superlative degree: “Now to him that is able to do exceed- 
ing, abundantly, above all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that worketh in us” (Eph. 3:20). And 
again in I Cor. 2:9 the same apostle quoted Isaiah as 
follows: “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.” 

Peter was not content until he had expressed the 
rewards for the righteous in the most glowing of terms: 
“Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises; that by these ye might be partakers of the 
divine nature” (II Pet. 1:4). Can we picture the bliss 
of being a partaker of the divine nature? We shall be 
placed beyond death: “They which shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from 
the dead, . . . neither can they die any more; for they are 
equal unto the angels” (Luke 20: 35, 36). There will be no 
gray hairs, no bending forms, no dimming eyes, no 
impaired hearing, no failing memories, no fatigue, no 
frustrations, no disappointments; but life, life, immortal 
life along with unspeakable bliss and happiness. This 
and a thousand times more will be the reward of those 
worthy to be partakers of the divine nature. 


Eternal Life Beyond 


We are promised eternal life as a part of everything 
beyond this short mortal life. The promise is: “But Israel 
shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation: 
ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without 
end,” a life without cessation. We cannot begin to com- 
prehend the meaning of those words. After a year has 
been counted for each leaf that grows on every tree in 
the mighty forest; after a year has been counted for 
each blade of grass that grows on every part of the 
earth’s surface; after a year has been counted for each 
sand grain that lies on all earth’s seashores: eternity 
shall have just begun. 

And the apostles agree with the Prophet that eternal 
life is beyond: “In hope of eternal life, which God, that 
cannot lie, promised before the world began,” averred 
Paul. And the beloved John attests: “And this is the 
promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life” 
(Titus 1:2; I John 2: 25). 


Salvation is Beyond 


Salvation should be the highest goal in the Christian’s 
life, and that priceless boon is ahead, beyond the vale 
of mortality. The apostle Paul was fully aware of the 
divine arrangement. He knew that he could and would 
receive his reward when Christ should come. After 
stating his case: “I have fought a good fight, I have 


finished my course, I have kept the faith,” he said con- 
fidently, “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing” (II Tim. 4:7, 8). 

The patriarch Job was confident that everything was 
ahead, even though death should terminate his short stay 
upon earth. He said: “I know that my redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 
and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in 
my flesh shall I see God” (19:25, 26). He also knew 
that if we prepare our hearts and stretch out our hands 
toward God, if iniquity we banish from our lives, and evil 
from our dwellings, then at that coming day we too can 
face the Judge unashamed. Our lives then will rise more 
radiant than the noon, our shadows will be like the dawn, 
and we can have hope, and feel secure. 

Isaiah spoke warmly of that great Day when every- 
thing beyond will be the reward of the righteous: “In that 
day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We 
have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls 
and bulwarks.” “Strengthen ye the weak hands, and con- 
firm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful 
heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come 
with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will 
come and save you... And the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Isa. 26:1; 35:3, 
4,10). 

An eternity of joy and pleasure awaits the overcomer. 
It is just beyond! “Everlasting joy” will be upon the 
heads of the redeemed of the Lord. How important it is 
then for us to live so as to be worthy to be redeemed in 
that glorious coming day. 


Authority Unlimited Beyond 


Furthermore, we are promised unlimited authority. 
Authority over others is a privilege that we naturally 
value very highly. Unless properly controlled, this privi- 
lege may go to our heads and lead us into many a pitfall. 
However it is one of the outstanding features of Plus 
Ultra, everything beyond. God has promised it with no 
strings attached if only we fit ourselves to receive it. 
Said Jesus: “And he that overcometh, and keepeth my 
works unto the end, to him will I give power over the 
nations. .. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am 
set down with my Father in his throne” (Rev. 2: 26; 


o2en). 


Paul condemned certain individuals of the church at 
Corinth for taking matters upon which they disagreed 
to a pagan court to be settled, rather than bringing their 
differences before the saints. And in the same breath he 
reveals the position of authority the saints will hold dur- 
ing the Millennial reign of Christ. “Do you not know that 
the saints are to manage the world? If the world is to 
come under your jurisdiction, are you incompetent to 
adjudicate upon trifles?”’ (I Cor. 6:2, Moffatt). 

Isaiah the prophet did not keep silent about the author- 
ity to be given the faithful when God’s new order is 
established upon earth: “The sons also of them that 
afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all they 
that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles 
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of thy feet; and they shall call thee, The city of the Lord, 
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. Whereas thou hast 
been forsaken and hated, . . . I will make thee an eternal 
excellency” (Isa. 60:14, 15). How shortsighted for us 
to seek honor one of another or the plaudits of men, when 
such unlimited honors await the overcomer in the world 
to come! 


Exalted Recognition is Ahead 


Every normal person enjoys recognition. He wants to 
possess some features that will set him apart from the 
crowd. The last thing he cares for is to fill a nameless 
place as a spoke in a wheel, or an unidentified cog in a 
piece of machinery. And while this desire is apt to prompt 
us to think too highly of ourselves, while it may have in it 
the potential to impel us to seek the honor of men (a 
thing we are strictly forbidden), yet it is a craving which 
is justifiable when properly timed. 

For example, God plans that His children shall have 
rest, but not yet. Rest comes later. Rest must follow labor ; 
the day is for work. We now are in the day. He plans 
that His children shall have fabulous wealth, but not yet. 
Today, actually, we possess nothing that is our very own. 
If now we are faithful in that which is another man’s, the 
day will come when we shall be given that which is our 
own. “Seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them 
not,” said the Prophet of Israel. The time is not yet. Some 
people have an insatiable desire to go places and see 
things. But now is not the time. The man with his eyes 
in the ends of the earth is classed as a “fool.” He wants 
to see all that is to be seen even at the expense of his 
growth into holiness. God forbids this. This man so 
busily looking around fails to look ahead. He is unwilling 
to bide his time until the day when the Lord shall “cause 
him to ride upon the high places of the earth” and takes 
him around and shows him His salvation (Ps. 50: 23), 
and the wonders of His mighty universe. It is a case of 
proper timing. 

And the same is true of the desire for recognition and 
the praise of men. “Woe unto you when all men shall 
speak well of you,” said Jesus. It is a sign of unfaithful- 
ness to God. Yet the desire for approbation is one of the 
human factors the Almighty employs to attract men and 
women to serve Him. If properly controlled, and correctly 
timed, it will be granted as a part of the reward of the 
faithful. Malachi 3: 12 reads: “And all nations shall call 
you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome Jand, saith the 
Lord of hosts.”’ In that day we shall be unto Him “for a 
people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory” 
before the nations (Jer. 13: 11). While today he that will 
“depart from evil is accounted mad,” yet in that day the 
overcomers will be men to be “wondered at’; the fame 
of their outstanding accomplishment will be heralded 
from one end of the earth to the other. Their great King 
will honor them by coming forth and serving them. He 
will serve them with immortality. 


Perpetual Peace is Beyond 


In the world today there is a great craving for peace 
among the common people. Within many of the nations 
there is an honest probing for a basis for peace going 
on, Humankind as a whole are peace loving, but too often 
the belligerent elements, while in the minority, are much 
more articulate, hence have the last word. But this unhap- 
py situation is not always to prevail. There will be a 





change. God’s Word speaks forcefully and direct of a time 
when war shall no longer plague mankind. “But in the 
last days,” the Lord’s house shall be established in the 
“top of the mountains, ... and many nations shall come 
and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for 
the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among many people, 
and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more” (Mic. 
4:1—3). 

Today our nation invests forty billion dollars a year 
in the war machine, and some 70% of our federal taxes 
are used to support wars, past, present and future. But 
that will not always be. Beyond this rule of man the Lord 
shall make ‘“‘wars to cease unto the ends of the earth” 
(Ps. 46:9). The song of the angels at Jesus’ birth will 
have become a joyous reality. There will be ‘on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” Then there shall be “abun- 
dance of peace so long as the moon endureth.” 


The Marriage Supper of the Lamb is Beyond 


A wedding ceremony is considered one of the most 
joyous functions of society. In like manner just beyond 
the marriage supper of the Lamb is one of the glorious 
experiences awaiting the successful Christian. And that 
event will be a time of rejoicing such as human beings 
have never before experienced. The Revelator pictures 
it in the most glowing terms: “And I heard as it were the 
voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many 
waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, 
Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us 
be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come and his wife hath made 
herself ready. And to her was granted that she should 
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine 
linen is the righteousness of saints. And he saith unto me, 
Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the mar- 
riage supper of the Lamb” (Rev. 19: 6—9). This blissful 
experience is a part of Plus Ultra, everything beyond. 
Life, glory, riches, pleasurable pursuits, do not have to 
end at the Straits of Gibraltar, with nothing beyond. The 
joy and happiness and contentment that accompany a 
careful walk in the strait, narrow way is not an end in 
itself. It is but the prelude to everything beyond. 

In view of what we have been saying it seems one’s 
inescapable reaction would be, How could I be so short- 
sighted as to choose the present, when such a magnificent 
future can be mine? There is but one answer, lack of 
faith. We Go not believe these things are real. Our sights 
are set too low. In place of setting our affections on 
things above where Christ sits at the right hand of God, 
and working to prepare ourselves to be seated with Him 
on His throne, we have them fixed on the things that are 
seen, on the things of the earth. 

When attracted too easily by the cheap glamor of self- 
gratification we are much like the domesticated magpie. 
While he makes a good pet he is an inveterate thief, and 
he has a perverted sense of values. He judges worth by 
exterior appearances. If he sees a colorful button, a piece 
of shining metal, or even bits of broken glass—if they 
happen to lay so that they reflect light—he steals them 
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and places them in his collection. And of course jewelry 
must be kept out of his sight. Let us be wiser than the 
magpie. Let us take home to ourselves the lesson not to 
set our affections on the things that are seen, they are 
always temporal. 

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen: for the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen 
are eternal” (II Cor. 4:17, 18). A far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of giory, everything beyond. But, oh, 
there is such danger of our placing the weight on the 
wrong side, on the petty trials and irritations of the 
road, rather than on the glory ahead! Doubt is always 
ready to interpose with the argument: “Look around 
you at the things about your very feet! Not even at arm’s 
length, but at your finger tips. The things of here and 
now—no waiting. Multitudes are enjoying them every 
day. Grant that godliness is lofty and ennobling, but 
such a strain. It isn’t natural to be so different. It is 
possible there is a great Day to dawn—some day—but 
do you realize how many times it has seemed so near? 
You may grow old and wrinkled waiting!” Brethren, let 
us close our minds to any such faith-destroying argu- 
ments of the flesh. 

Two voices are calling, each clamoring for attention. 
Flesh is crying, The present! the present! Ne plus ultra. 
Nothing beyond! Nothing beyond; a bird in the hand is 
worth much more than two in the bush. The voice of the 
Spirit is saying Plus Ultra! Plus Ultra! Everything 
beyond! EVERYTHING BEYOND! Oh, let us “be not faith- 
less, but believing.” 


A Look at the Votaries of Faith 


Our daily cry should be, O Faith, lead thou me on! I 
know of a certainty there is more beyond, yes, everything 
beyond. 

Let us gaze for a moment into the past and view the 
ministry of faith through the ages as ministered to 
Abraham, the very father of the faithful. The voice of 
the Lord said to him. “Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a 
land that I will show thee; And I will make of thee a 
great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a blessing. . . And in thee shall 
all families of the earth be blessed” (Gen, 12: 1—3). 

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the summons to 
go out to a place which he would eventually possess, and 
he set out in complete ignorance of his destination. It 
was faith that kept him journeying like a foreigner 
toward the land of promise, with no more home than the 
tents which he shared with Isaac and Jacob, co-heirs with 
him of the promise. For Abraham’s eyes were looking 
forward to that City with solid foundations of which God 
Himself is both Architect and Builder. 

Even as Abraham, the father of the faithful, we seek 
a city to come. With our eye fixed on Plus Ultra, we jour- 
ney on to that fair land unmindful of present attractions. 

Behold the young Moses when faced with the same 
crisis that comes to each child of faith in greater or 
lesser measure. As heir apparent to the throne of Egypt 
fame, honor, wealth—al! was his for the taking. What a 
momentous decision was his to make. What a struggle it 


must have been for him to choose to suffer affliction with 
the downtrodden people of God rather than enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season! But he did it. How he must 
have been gripped by the hope of everything beyond. 
Like a wise man, Moses wanted the best. Egypt could not 
give it, God could. 

Looking ahead by eye of faith, he saw the day when 
Egypt’s splendor and that of a thousand man-made king- 
doms which followed it should be faded, crumbled, for- 
gotten, and upon their ruins should stand the eternal 
kingdom of God. Not only so, but he visualized himself 
as a ruler, an immortal ruler in that New Order of the 
ages. With faith controlling, the decision was simple. By 
the power of faith, and with his eye fixed on Plus Ultra, 
he rendered that decision, for “he had respect unto the 
recompense of the reward.” 

Let us take a scrutinizing look at Christ on tempta- 
tion’s mount. The kingdoms of this world might have 
been His, but in one decisive gesture He placed them all 
behind Him—vision focused, energies bent, heart fixed 
on everything beyond. In that one expressive attitude of 
the Master we see our great ideal. He put lesser things in 
their proper place—behind. For everything beyond we 
should spurn everything here. With Him there was no 
doubt, no wavering. He knew that what God offers is far 
in excess of anything the world could give. 

He looked to a kingdom beyond, universal, eternal, a 
kingdom of righteousness over which He was destined to 
reign supreme. The tempter came to Him and departed, 
astonished that he had found a Man who could not be 
tempted. And why? His vision, His energies, His heart 
were fixed on things ahead! 

Look again at our perfect Pattern in the closing hours 
of His day of probation. With horrible martyrdom await- 
ing Him, He was heard to say in the Upper Room, “Peace 
I leave with you, my peace I give unto you. . . Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. . . These 
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain 
in you, and that your joy might be full. .. In the world 
ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world.” 

Whence came the Master’s perfect peace in the face of 
such a dire hour? Whence His good cheer? By faith He 
looked beyond that brief interlude of humiliation, suffer- 
ing and death, to a meeting with His Father, and a crown- 
ing with immortality and kingship. It was Plus Ultra 
that enabled Him to say in what looked like the darkest 
hour, “Be of good cheer,” and to share with the Eleven 
His boundless peace and joy. 

Then let us take a look at the accomplishments of the 
ereat apostle Paul. From the moment of his conversion 
his life-story could have been written in tears, blood and 
torture. His own countrymen tried to murder him; the 
Greeks plotted against his life. He was beaten and stoned, 
chained and imprisoned. He was fiercely beset by hunger 
and thirst. Repeatedly he was left naked and homeless. 
He was cast out of the synagogues and into the sea. But 
above the suffering, hardship, persecution, he was heard 
to exclaim, “These light afflictions!” “But none of these 
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy.” The weight 
of these examples should be overwhelming. With faith 
close by to minister in the hour of need, we too can con- 
quer and win everything beyond. 





February 6, 1960 


MEGIDDO 





MESSAGE 7 





The All-Wise Father has a plan for this earth. For 
His faithful children, who, having covenanted to serve 
Him and obediently performed His will, He has in store 
a bounteous reward in the eternal future on this earth 
made glorious with righteousness and immortality. That, 
in a nutshell, is the doctrine of Plus Ultra—everything 
grand, beautiful, eternal, in the joyous future in the 
kingdom of Christ. 

As the flood, the destruction of Jerusalem came to pass, 
and the four world-kingdoms came into being, so surely 
will the fifth or Christ’s universal kingdom become a 
blissful reality. It shall roll out ere long into eternity. 
That fifth kingdom, the kingdom of God’s own Son, shall 
supercede and dwarf the glory of man’s mightiest domain 
as the sun, in its meridian splendor, dwarfs the glow of 
the firefly! It shall be a kingdom of righteousness and 
peace upon this planet made luminous, with the radiance 
of immortality, as the stars that stud night’s ebon vault. 
That, too, is promised in the unchangeable Word. God is 
“no man to break His word, no mortal to change His 
mind; He promises, and does He not perform? Does He 
not carry out His word?’ Does not such evidence justify 
the proclaiming of everything beyond? 

Who ever derived any joy or happiness from doubt? 
Her adherents are torn and harassed by disbelief, bur- 
dened and paralyzed with uncertainty. They shall be 
grieved at last when it is irretrievably too late; they must 
perish in sight of the prize. Then faith’s votaries shall 
“go sweeping through the gate to a royal King’s estate,” 
where rivers of pleasure issuing from the throne of God 
wind their way through elysian fields, on out upon the 
plains of sublimest joys for evermore. Plus Ultra—every- 
thing beyond! 





A Prediction 


When the Armies of Earth are disbanded, 
And their trappings are coated with dust; 
When the musket forever is silenced 
And the cannon is cankered with rust; 
When the sword and helmet lie tarnished, 
’Mid the rubbish of Pomp and Display— 
We shall wake to the glorious dawning, 
Of the promised Millennial Day. 


And that day shall bring joy to the Nations; 
And the glow of its generous light, 

Shall invade the morasses of darkness 
And dispel the miasmas of night, 

And the Empire-of-Right shall be founded. 
And the sway of its scepter increased, 

Till Mankind shall stand shoulder to shoulder 
In the ranks, not of War, but of Peace. 


And the throne of Oppression shall crumble, 
And the heart of the Tyrant shall quake; 
And the Haughty shall learn to be humble, 
And the Mighty their mockings forsake. 
And the Spirit-of-Truth shall reign o’er us, 
And Humanity’s banner float free, 
Till Immanuel’s message be wafted, 
To the uttermost isles of the sea. 


—Sel. 


Consolation of the Gospel 


OH, PRECIOUS GOSPEL! Will any merciless hand 
endeavor to tear away from our hearts this best, this sweetest 
consolation? Would you darken the only avenue through 
which one ray of hope can enter? Would you tear from the 
Christian the only prop on which his soul can repose in peace? 
Would you rob the world of its richest treasure? Would you 
let loose the floodgates of every vice, and bring back upon the 
earth the horrors of barbarism, or the atrocities of atheism? 
Then endeavor to subvert the gospel; throw around you the 
firebrands of infidelity; laugh at religion, and make a mockery 
of futurity; but be assured that for all these things, God will 
bring you into judgment. —Sel. and alt. 





The Time for Prayer 


When is the time for prayer? 
With the first beams that light the morning sky, 
Ere for the toils of day thou dost prepare, 
Lift up thy thoughts on high; 
Commend thy loved one to His watchful care: 
Morn is the time for prayer! 


And in the noontide hour, 

If worn by toil or by sad care oppressed, 

Then unto God thy spirit’s sorrows pour, 
And He will give thee rest: 

Thy voice shall reach Him through the fields of air; 
Noon is the time for prayer! 


When the bright sun hath set, 

Whilst yet eve’s glowing colors deck the skies, 

When with the loved, at home, again thou’st met, 
Then let thy prayers arise ; 

For those who in thy joys and sorrows share: 
Eve is the time for prayer! 


And when the stars come forth— 

When to the trusting heart sweet hopes are given 

And the deep stillness of the hour gives birth 
To pure bright dreams of Zion— 

Kneel to thy God; ask strength life’s ills to bear: 
Night is the time for prayer! 


When is the time for prayer? 

In every hour, while life is spared to thee— 

In crowds or solitude—in joy or care— 
Thy thoughts should heavenward flee. 

At home—at morn and eve—with loved ones there, 
Bend thou the knee in prayer! 





Bear in mind that men who have made shipwreck of 
their lives began with a sin as small as the sin of your 
life yesterday. 


The talent of success is nothing more than doing what you 
can well, and doing well whatever you do, without a thought 
of fame. 
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The Measure of Christ 


HE HEADQUARTERS for International Weights 
lg and Measures in the suburbs of Paris has enshrined 

in its underground vaults the standard measuring 
stick of the world. It is a bar of platinum iridium on 
whose polished surface are two fine lines. When the tem- 
perature of the bar is zero degrees centigrade, the 
distance between those lines is precisely one meter. Other 
measuring sticks are checked against this bar. In inches 
it is 39,37, and it is said even the British verify their 
standard yard by it. 

This criterion for all measurements is well protected. 
To guard it from disturbances on the surface of the 
earth, it is kept far underground. To reach it, one has to 
descend three flights of cellar stairs and be admitted 
through two iron doors. Inside these barriers there is a 
triple case of glass, hard rubber, and wood. This carefully 
preserved meter has hitherto served the world well, but 
scientists are now looking for something better. Modern 
techniques have caused its accuracy to be called in question. 
Compared with what precision instruments are now able 
to accomplish, the lines on the bar appear coarse and 
irregular. 

Also, its permanence is now a matter of concern. In 
the atomic age all man-made measuring sticks, including 
this one could be destroyed. It is therefore held that man’s 
fundamental unit of measure should not be anything 
arbitrary and man-made, but rather something that is 
inherent in the universe. A cosmic measuring stick, with 
an accuracy of one part in a hundred million, has been dis- 
covered. Pure gold, which has an atomic weight of 197.2, 
is placed in an atomic pile, bombarded by a storm of 
neutrons, and thus transmuted into a single mercury 
isotope with an atomic weight of 198. This one-isotope 
mercury gives off green light waves of marvelous uni- 
formity, so that here at last is a measuring stick unchang- 
ing and indestructible. 

That, according to the New Testament, is exactly what 
Jesus is. 

Every stone of His temple must square with the corner- 
stone which is this same Jesus Christ. Every joint and 
muscle, every part and member of His mystical body must 
be in perfect proportion to the Head, which is none other 
than the man, Jesus Christ. For, the Apostle to us Gentiles, 
who must find the true scale of weights and measures 
from the Word, says: “And he gave some, apostles; and 
some prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ” 
(Eph. 4: 11—13). He, then, is our pattern, our measure, 
our example. 

This is part of the glory of Christ as compared with 
the chiefest of His servants that He alone stands at the 
absolute center of humanity, the one completely har- 
monious man, unfolding all which was in humanity, 
equally and fully on all sides, the only one in whom the 
real and ideal met and were absolutely one. He is the 
absolute and perfect truth, the highest that humanity can 
reach; at once its perfect image and supreme Lord. 


He is an unvarying measure in this age and those to 
come. Precious to the Father, as a rare and perfect speci- 
men, and hidden now with Him at the headquarters of 
the Universal Weights and Measures, not far under- 
ground, but some where in the highest Heaven, near to 
the throne of God! He, like the one-isotope mercury, gives 
off a light pure and glorious, and of marvelous uniform- 
ity, so that He became a Measuring Stick, unchanging 
and indestructible, whose permanence is everlasting. 
Against Him we all must be measured if we should enjoy 
the matchless privilege of ascending that Holy of Holies 
where dwells God Himself. 

Our purity must come to match His; our endurance 
stretched to the exact measure of His; our holiness must 
measure to the same holiness of His pattern; our sub- 
mission and strength of will to obey the Father in every 
particular, must grow to be no less. In duty and fortitude 
we cannot shrink one iota from the precision of His 
measure; for, it is “Unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ.” Of purest metal, He is the criterion 
of all saints’ measure. 

Perfect example that He is, He has not left us to 
attain perfect measure alone. He is not idle or passive 
though unseen. He is at work in the preparation of His 
people. Paul tells us that “In that he himself, suffered, 
being tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted.” 
He is still the shepherd of the sheep. From behind the 
veil, he tends them invisibly but not the less really, that 
they attain the final perfect weight which shall be accept- 
able in the Day of inspection. 





I Am Habit 


“It is mighty hard to shake me; 

In my brawny arms I take thee: 

I can either make, or break thee; 
I am Habit! 


“Through each day I slowly mold thee; 
Soon my tightening chains enfold thee; 
Then it is with ease I hold thee; 

I am Habit! 


“I can be both good and vile; 
I can e’er be worth your while; 
Or the cause of your decrial: 

I am Habit! 


“Oft I've proved myself a pleasure; 
Proved myself a priceless treasure, 
Or a menace past all measure; 

I am Habit! 


“Harmless though I sometimes seem, yet 
My strange force is like a magnet; 
Like a great and greedy dragnet; 

I am Habit! 


“Though you sometimes fear or doubt me, 
No one yet has lived without me; 
I am present all about thee; 

I am Habit! 


“Choose me well when you are starting; 
Seldom is an easy parting; 
I'm a devil, or a darling! 

I am Habit!” 
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What is Your Life? 


HE APOSTLE JAMES, educated in the wisdom of 
T God and speaking in his own practical, straight- 

forward manner, says, “It is even a vapor, that 
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 
Job, when discoursing upon the same subject, said, “Man 
that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trou- 
ble.” The poet, speaking from the negative side, tells us 
what life is not: 


“To breathe, and wake, and sleep, 
To smile, to sigh, to grieve, 

To move in idleness through earth, 
This, this is not to live.” 


To the little child, life is a great new field full of 
interest and wonder. To the youth, life is joyous or melan- 
choly, interesting or tiresome, according to what happens 
or fails to happen. To the middle-aged, life becomes an 
endless round of business, care, toil, trouble and sorrow, 
perhaps a measure of worldly success, but punctuated 
withal with many disappointments and disillusionments. 
To the aged, life is spent mostly in looking backward, 
living in the past, with only a forward look to the end. 

Now and then we are very apt to hear someone remark: 
“This life is all I know anything about and I intend to 
get all I can out of it.” Of course, the persons who make 
such remarks are without God and hope in the world. 
They have never looked forward by the eye of faith to the 
fulfiliment of the promises of a mighty Creator who is 
able to rebuild a body and endow it with perpetual life. 
They have no anticipations of life on a higher plane filled 
with beauty, grandeur, power, glory, even with all the ful- 
ness of God. 

Getting the most out of life usually means a gratifi- 
cation of sensual desires, which to the majority easily 
spells excess. He who lives to eat and drink, play and 
revel, pamper himself in whatever his soul lusts after, 
no doubt thinks he is enjoying life to the full; but the day 
comes all too soon when these things no longer satisfy, 
and the life inspired by no noble impulses, animated by 
no high ideals and urged by no fine incentives becomes 
empty, barren, desolate! Solomon gives us a vivid pic- 
ture of such a life, comparing it to a field: “I went by the 
field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void 
of understanding; and, lo, it was all grown over with 
thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and the 
stone wall thereof was broken down.” 

What shall your life be? This depends upon what life 
you choose to live. He who lives solely to the gratification 
of the moment’s desire follows the same law as the beast, 
which knows no higher law. True life worked out accord- 
ing to the plan of the Great Designer is the realization of 
the higher virtues: faith, love, courage, knowledge, tem- 
perance, patience, brotherly kindness, charity. If these 
things be in us and abound, then shall we escape the cor- 
ruption of the world and become partakers of the divine 
nature, 

But how can this life be realized? By following the 
example of Him who said, “I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” 
And what was His example? “I came not to do mine own 
will, but the will of Him that sent me... 1 do always those 


things that please Him.” And then the great rule is given: 
“Whosoever shall save his life (this mortal existence) 
shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake, 
the same shall save it.” This is the whole condensed story 
of true life. The Christian’s life is one of sacrifice, of 
giving up his own ways and thoughts and desires, losing 
the fleshly life that he may realize the better life now 
and gain that life which is to come. 

The weakling or the sensualist considers the sacrifice 
too great and pursues the downward way of desire where 
the descent is tatal. Following it, he obeys the same law 
as a body on an inclined plane. The velocity gained by 
every advancing step sweeps him on until he is no longer 
able to resist it. He has saved this life. He has indulged 
himself and sought his own pleasure, but he has lost the 
hundredfold life that he might have enjoyed now and the 
more abundant eternal life of the future. 

Life is so fleeting at its best that we should be very 
temperate in the use of it; not waste it in idle drifting 
nor squander its resources in dissipation or immoderation 
of any kind. We bring into the world with us different 
gifts: one has received gold and another silver, a third 
marble or granite, most of us wood or clay. Our work is 
to fashion these substances. Every one knows that the 
most precious material may be spoiled in the process, and 
the most common may, by painstaking care and skill, 
become a thing of beauty and a joy forever. Let us work 
with all diligence to so fashion the material given us that 
we may present to the Saviour in the day of His coming a 
vessel unto honor, sanctified and fit for His use. And if we 
would reap the hundredfold now of joy and pleasure, 


friends and loved ones, peace and plenty, let us live the 
hundredfold life. 





QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (cont.) 

(Continued from page 11) 
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the 
son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself 
above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that 
he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God.” A very fitting description of the power 
carrying out this shameful program. And v. 7 reads: “For 
the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he 
who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way” 
(R. S. V.). 

In Matthew 25 Jesus makes a very broad statement 
about this universal turning away from the truth to 
fables. Beginning at the first of the chapter He differ- 
entiates between the careless and the alert among those 
who have entered His service by listing them as “wise” 
and “foolish” virgins. And in this Parable Jesus reveals 
semething more, a coming apostasy when no one on earth 
would be living the true religion. He, the Bridegroom, 
was to be absent for a period of time. He was going to 
heaven where He would be seated at the Father’s right 
hand. And during some part of this absence all would 
slumber and sleep. Now in sound sleep one is totally 
oblivious to what is going on about him. He knows abso- 
lutely nothing. He cannot reason, make decisions, or act 
unon decisions made. He is powerless to accomplish any- 
thing. And that is a fitting example of the condition of 
God’s true Church during the long night of the Apostasy. 
Let us repeat. during the absence of the Bridegroom, all 
were to slumber and sleep. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened 
unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's 
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may 
be glad also with exceeding joy” (I Peter 4: 12, 13). 


At the time these words of the apostle Peter were 
written, he was sufficiently experienced that he could 
speak with authority. His memory could carry him back 
to the day when the Galilean, yet unknown to the world, 
bade him and his brother Andrew, humble fishermen, 
“Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” It 
had been his rare privilege to follow the great Teacher 
during the three years of His ministry. He had witnessed 
the many miracles performed by Jesus; was one of the 
three disciples present when He raised Jairus’ daughter to 
life. When with Jesus in the Mount of the Transfiguration 
he heard the voice from the “excellent glory, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (II Pet. 1:17). 

Peter, being of an impulsive nature—and that condition 
by no means improved by his fisherman’s background— 
was an exceedingly rough stone, due for much chiseling 
and polishing. This kind service the Master did not fail 
to render him. For example, at the time Jesus told the 
Twelve of His rejection and the cruel treatment He 
should receive at the hands of the Jews, Peter began to 
rebuke his Lord, saying, “Be it far from thee, Lord: this 
shall not be unto Thee.” It was then the gentle Master 
gave an example of true love and affection by answering, 
“Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offense unto me: 
for thou savorest not the things that be of God, but those 
that be of men” (Matt. 16: 22, 23). 

Concerning this matter of enduring persecutions and 
fiery trials, Peter also could speak authoritatively, for he 
himself had once been apprehended and imprisoned by 
the cruel Herod, and but for his miraculous deliverance 
by the angel of God his life would have been taken as 
was the life of his fellow apostle, James. 

Persecution of those who dare to live above the crowd 
has always been the weapon of the base-minded. Not will- 
ing to take the trouble to raise their own moral conduct, 
they ever seek to discredit the efforts of others who 
would. They may condemn their rival with faint praise, 
may seek to disparage his efforts by destructive criticism, 
or may even resort to physical violence if public resent- 
ment is sufficiently aroused. Micaiah was cast into prison 
and given the bread and water of affliction for telling the 
truth to king Ahab; Jeremiah was lowered into the miry 
dungeon because he fearlessly spoke the word of God to 
the ruling group of his day; and Jesus Himself was sus- 
pended on a cross between heaven and earth, as being fit 
for neither, because He dared to live above His contem- 
poraries and declare that only the pure in heart should be 
blessed. 

Now Peter in his First Epistle thought it important 
to warn the church of these persecutions that should 


inevitably come upon them, lest taken unawares they 
might become discouraged. They were not to think it 
strange concerning the fiery trials they were to pass 
through; these things were but the natural heritage of 
the follower of the meek and lowly Jesus. They were at 
that time living in the heat of the day when the scorching 
sun of active persecution was at its zenith. In some in- 
stances the early Christians were so hunted by their per- 
secutors that it was difficult for them to assemble even in 
small groups for religious services, and these meetings 
had to be held in secret, and behind closed doors. But in a 
Way such exigencies were a blessing in disguise. It had 
the effect of drawing them together more closely, of mak- 
ing them more class-conscious, and more ardent in the 
support of the cause for which they suffered. 

We are now living in the “cool of the day,” persecution 
for one’s religious belief is no longer common, at least in 
our nation. Our day is an age of tolerance and religious 
indifference, No one cares what another believes, so long 
as he does not try to impose his viewpoint on someone 
else; hence the greater danger of our becoming self-cen- 
tered and complacent. But even today the Christian can- 
not expect smooth sailing all the time. Trials and reverses 
must be expected; without them we should have no way 
of testing our strength. The Children of Israel were led 
through the Wilderness on foot. The Almighty could have 
transported them on the wings of the wind had He chosen 
to do so, but walking was healthy, and discipline under 
everyday realities essential to their spiritual progress. 

The divine command is, Come out from the world and 
be a separate and peculiar people. To comply with this 
demand and live apart from the world in our manner of 
speech, our dress, in the way we employ our time, allow- 
ing Truth to shape our every activity of life, may cause 
our onetime friends to shun us and cast out our name 
as evil; but if reproached for the name of Christ, we can 
rejoice. Remember, Jesus said, ‘Woe unto you, when all 
men shall speak well of you!” (Luke 6: 26). To please 
God and men at the same time is a physical impossibility. 

We can be happy that we are accounted worthy to 
suffer in such a noble cause, to be “partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed,” we 
may share it with Him. 

But lest any should take this inescapable lot of the 
Christians—the fact that it is impossible to please the 
world anyway-—as an excuse for carelessness and indif- 
ference on his part, a note of caution is added, vs. 15—17, 
“But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, 
or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men’s mat- 
ters. Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. For 
the time is come that judgment must begin at the house 
of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be 
of them that obey not the gospel of God?” (I Pet. 4.) 

Purity of character being the only basis upon which 
the eternal reward is offered, any steps the Almighty sees 
are necessary to bring about this condition should be 
courted by us. If trials are necessary for our purification, 
we should accept them as compliments from Him; if re- 
proofs and correction, we should count them as an “excel- 
lent oil” that will not break our head, and profit by them. 





Beauty without virtue is a rose without fragrance. 





Questions and Answers 


A subscriber asks: “Please, I would like to know what 
has Mark 14th chapter, verses 51, 52, got to do with Jesus. 
I cannot see any sense in it at all, it just looks like boy- 
ish pranks...” 

Your query is well taken, doubtless others have won- 
dered about the meaning of the incident. You note that 
of the four Gospels only Mark gives the account. There 
may be a reason for this, Mark himself may have been 
involved. One explanation offered—and it bears some 
signs of reality—is that the young man was Mark himself 
as a lad, 

The following explanation appears in “A New Com- 
mentary on the Holy Scripture” edited by Charles Gore. 
“The certain young man has of late been generally identi- 
fied with Mark himself; in which case the introduction of 
the episode, otherwise meaningless, would be at once 
accounted for—Mark wanted to bring in his own solitary 
point of contact with the gospel story. The details given 
suggest that the lad had got out of bed in his night-clothes 
to follow our Lord and the Twelve to Gethsemane: it 
looks as if he belonged to the house where the last supper 
had been held, was perhaps aroused by the chanting of 
the final psalm, and then with a lad’s adventurous curi- 
osity had determined to see things to the end. If he was 
a son of the house, his father was well acquainted with 
our Lord, and so he may have heard talk about the danger 
to which the Prophet of Galilee was exposed, and the 
animus of the Jewish authorities against Him, after His 
dramatic cleansing of the temple: a lad’s enthusiasm may 
have reinforced a lad’s curiosity, and when the Apostles 
all fled he still ‘followed with him.’ When we remember 
further that Mark’s mother Mary had a house in Jeru- 
salem large enough for many Christians to meet in, and 
central enough for Peter to turn his steps to after his 
deliverance from prison, it must be admitted that, though 
the elements of this reconstruction are conjectural, they 
connect astonishingly well together.’ 





Concerning TV a correspondent writes: 

“T have always believed in giving everyone a fair trial, 
never reaching a decision before all the evidence was in; 
therefore, I want to get all the evidence in and I know you 
will agree with me that television is evil. There are always 
two sides to every trial, and there are two sides on this 
trial—God’s side and the devil’s side. We will let the 
defendant testify first, the world’s (or devil’s side). 

“The whiskey industry says that TV is the best adver- 
tising they have. More people see it than any other adver- 
tisements. The beer industry says TV is tops. More children 
are seeing the advertisements and are trying the product 
(beer). 

“The tobacco industry says give TV advertising first. 
It is best. The devil says ‘TV is tops for me.’ He says it is 
keeping more people out of church than the shows ever 
did. The devil also says ‘95 percent of the programs are 
for me. It is the greatest crime breeder that I have ever 
had.’ The devil says also ‘TV is doing more to make crim- 
inals out of our boys and girls than anything else has.’ 

“We will let God speak now, and we must listen. ‘Love 
not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him’ (I John 2: 15). ‘I will set no wicked thing before mine 
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eyes: I hate the works of them that turn aside’ (Ps. 
101: 3). 

“Day and night TV advertises all of the devil’s pro- 
ducts in the home—whiskey, beer, wine, tobacco, robbing, 


stealing, drinking,—gambling, adultery, fornication, 
nudeness. I can see the danger, or some of the dangers, 
that we as God’s people face today—Communism, Catholi- 
cism, but the greatest danger that we face today is tele- 
vision. It is hurting American spirituality and morality 
far more than all the others put together. God’s children 
must cry out against it. ‘Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their trans- 
gression, and the house of Jacob their sins. Yet they seek 
me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that 


did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinances of God’ 
(Isa, 58:1, 2).” 





A correspondent asks: “What is your meaning of the 
‘Apostasy’ ?” 

Webster defines apostasy: “total desertion of principles 
or faith.” 

The Bible foreshows this universal departure from the 
true religion in a number of different ways. The apostle 
Paul speaks explicitly about this apostasy in II Tim. 
4:1—4: “I charge thee therefore before God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom; preach the word; be 
instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will 
come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after 
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears: and they shall turn away their ears 
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” The 
language used here is emphatic. Some time after Paul’s 
day an era should arrive when men would not endure 
sound doctrine, but after their own lusts should heap to 
themselves teachers having itching ears, “teachers to 
tickle their own fancies.” And these teachers would turn 
people away from the truth and turn them to fables; or 
as translated by Dr. Moffatt, they would “give up listen- 
ing to the Truth and turn to myths.” 

Paul speaks again of this apostasy in his farewell 
address to the elders of the Church at Ephesus. Let us 
read Acts 20: 29, 30: “For I know this, that after my 
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them.” Men would arise, who, not satisfied with the sim- 
plicity of the Apostolic teaching, should seek to fashion 
religion after their own liking and depart from the faith 
of Jesus Christ. 

The same Apostle in his Second Epistle to the Thes- 
salonians forewarns again of this corruption of true reli- 
gion by sinister forces, and reveals that the process had 
already begun. II Thessalonians 2:1, 2, speak of the 
second advent of the Messiah, an event which at that 
time was still at a distance. A long period of years was to 
separate Paul’s time of writing from Christ’s personal 
return to earth, and during this time some spectacular 
events must take place. “Let no man deceive you by any 
means: for that day shall not come, except there come a 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Excelsior! 


Excelsior! This is the cry that has set the heart strings to vibrating, and called 
forth the highest and noblest characteristics in every genuine, spiritual moun- 
taineer. 

Perfection of character is life’s highest, noblest grandest goal, nor is it 
beyond the attainment of mortal man. 

Do not say “It is impossible, I could never climb to such dizzy heights of accom- 
plishment, my strength and endurance are not equal to so large and so difficult 
a task.” 

The path of ease and self-indulgence leads downward. Only by going the 
entire length of the steep, strait and narrow path of self-discipline and self-denial 
shall we be guaranteed a place among God's great mountaineers! 

When we are tempted to question the wisdom of God’s guidance, keep in 
mind that God will never ask us to go beyond our strength of endurance, for 
He knoweth our frame, He remembers that we are but dust. God has left nothing 
undone in His efforts to make our ascent safe. He has furnished us with 
everything necessary for the climb. He has sent Jesus to be our Guide and 
Example, who has passed on before, we can now follow His footprints. 

This Guide was caused to know our problems by personal experience, hence is 
ready to succor those in need. He leads on compassionately for He knows we 
have not climbed this way before. It is untrodden and unknown territory to us, 
and knowing the extent of our endurance, exactly how far we can climb in a day, 
He has taken it all into consideration in arranging the climb. His fellow moun- 
taineers’ welfare is His compassionate concern. 

By using the same God-given equipment as He, no dazzling snows of tempta- 
tion will cause us to lose our way; no chasm of despair or sorrow will be encoun- 
tered too deep or steep to be safely traversed; no crevice of sin so wide that a 
bridge of godly repentance cannot be built across it; no turbulent river of afflic- 
tion will stop our onward progress. 

With a firm determination for self-mastery, and an abiding and unwavering faith 
in God and His purpose for us, with our hand in His, those stony and slippery 
climbs, up and over the daily petty annoyances; the long, hot, shadeless stretches, 
and the cold, barren, storm-swept upper reaches, will be traversed and con- 
quered. 

Neither will the strong head winds of doubt; the glaciers of unbelief, or the 
avalanches of fear and discouragement turn us back. 

Higher and still higher will we climb, making each yesterday's best our start- 
ing point for each today, until our endurance has become a finished product 
with never a defect. 

The ranges of sin that looked so formidable and awesome from the foothills at 
the beginning of our climb will look like mole hills from the summit. 

In the joy of that supreme accomplishment, forgotten will be the toils and 
hardships endured along the way, for with the beloved Paul we shall be able 
to exclaim, “I have proved myself a mountaineer of superior ability, I have 
finished my climb, henceforth there is laid up for me, a crown, a kingdom, a robe 
of immortality, and not for me only, but for every mountaineer who has finished 
the climb and reached the pinnacle.” 

And as the great Judge clasps our hand in love and approval we shall feel 
that we would gladly do it all over again, only better and more willingly. 
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